
 

Recital FAQs - Born to Dance 

 

Where is the rehearsal/recital? 

The Madison Theatre - Molloy College 

1000 Hempstead Ave 

Rockville Centre, NY 11570 

 

What do I need to know about rehearsal on Thursday, June 13th? 

Our onstage rehearsal will be held on Thursday, June 13th from 5:00 to 9:00 PM at the Madison Theatre. 

This rehearsal is mandatory.  This is not a dress rehearsal – students may wear appropriate practice 

clothes (no baggy clothes, please, with the exception of hip-hop).  Students must be wearing the 

appropriate footwear for each dance.  In the coming days you will receive a detailed schedule for this 

rehearsal telling you exactly when your child needs to be present (we know it is a busy time of year and we 

try to get kids in and out as quickly as possible).  Please note that we run a tight schedule and will not be 

able to accommodate lateness.  Students are permitted to leave the theater with a parent after they have 

finished running all of their numbers (they do not have to wait until 9:00 PM).  Older students may be 

dropped off for rehearsal.  Younger students should be accompanied by a parent.  Parents are welcome to 

sit in the auditorium or in the lobby while they wait for their children.  

 

When are the recitals on the 14th? 

We will be having two separate shows on Friday, June 14th.  Our first recital will be held at 6:00 PM, and 

our second recital will be held at 8:15 PM.  Please click here to view the show order for both shows. 

Please check to make sure your child's name is spelled correctly in the linked document.  If not, please 

reply to this email with your corrections by June 5th. 

 

When/where should I drop my child off for each show? 

Students must be backstage in costume, hair, and makeup a half hour before each performance that he or 

she is in (regardless of when he or she is performing in the order of the show).  Arrival time for the 6:00 

PM show is 5:30 PM and arrival time for the 8:15 PM show is 7:45 PM.  When you arrive at the theater, 

please make a left after entering through the lobby doors.  You will see a stairwell on your right.  Students 

should be dropped off and checked in with our backstage staff at the top of the stairwell.  Please make sure 

your child is checked in.  You will also need to be present to check your child out at pick-up.  Students will 

not be dismissed without a parent present!  Your child's safety is our top priority, so only our staff 

members and approved personnel will be permitted backstage during the show.  Parents will not be 

permitted backstage. 

 

Can I help my child with costume changes? 

This is your chance to watch your child perform on stage!  Along with our staff, we have a great 

crew of moms who volunteered to assist backstage, and they will be assigned specific jobs.  In 

order for things to run smoothly, it is best that all other parents remain in the audience.  Your 

children are in good hands!  

 

After my child dances, can I pick him/her up?  

All students will remain backstage throughout the duration of the recital and will be supervised.  Those 

students in one dance only will be escorted to the balcony (space and time allowing) under staff 

supervision to watch some of the other numbers and will be brought backstage in time for bows.   They 

http://madisontheatreny.org/revamp/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Campus-Map-2017-with-key2.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_a1gMHFLcSugT2AU9je-rf8fczQICFp9GdUVjRwpNT8/edit


can be picked up after the show in which they perform at the entrance to the stairwell.  No students will be 

permitted to exit via the stage after bows and must be picked up at the stairwell as per our security 

procedures.  Students performing in multiple shows may remain backstage in between shows.  If a child is 

picked up between shows, he or she must be checked back in for the following show.  

 

How long is each recital? 

We try to keep the recitals under two hours.  

 

Will tickets be available at the door? 

We expect to have some seats still available on the day of the show (particularly for our later show).  The 

box office will be open and will handle all ticket requests on recital day.  To purchase tickets in advance of 

the recital, please call the box office at (516) 323-4444 or stop by (1000 Hempstead Ave, Rockville 

Centre).  

 

How should my child wear his / her hair in the recital? 

Please ask your child’s teacher how he or she would like your child's hair to be styled.  We do have some 

general guidelines that should help, though.  For our gentlemen, hair should be neatly styled using any 

appropriate products (hairspray, gel, etc.).  For our ladies, you may find it helpful to have the following 

products on hand--a 'bun maker' if necessary (sold at local drugstores and on Amazon), hairspray, gel, 

and bobby pins to secure any flyaways and assure that hair stays pulled back as students dance.  We 

recommend that hair be done at home prior to each show as mirror space backstage is quite limited.  For 

highly involved students, we try to keep hair changes at a minimum.  Again, please speak to each 

individual teacher to check about hair.  

 

What type of shoes and tights should my child wear? 

If your child's costume requires tights, they were distributed earlier this year with his or her costume. 

Your child's teacher will be able to tell you exactly what is needed if you have questions.  Please speak 

directly with your child's teacher or send us an email and we will get back to you. 

 

Should my child wear makeup? 

Because of stage lighting, complexions can become very washed out on stage if students are not wearing 

makeup.  We recommend age-appropriate makeup in natural tones for our female students.  Blush helps 

to highlight cheekbones, a red lipstick (with more rose tones than orange) is appropriate, and some 

eyeliner and mascara helps to make the eyes stand out on stage.  Students may wear subtle false eyelashes 

if they prefer instead of mascara.  Our male students are not required to wear makeup, but if they would 

like they may wear a foundation that matches their skin tone.  We recommend that makeup be applied at 

home as mirror space backstage is quite limited.  

 

Can my child wear jewelry and nail polish? 

We ask that no jewelry or nail polish be warn during the recitals.  Competition students should not plan to 

wear earrings for this performance due to the speed of quick changes.  

 

Is photography/videography permitted?  

Flash photography is strictly prohibited as it is dangerous for performers and distracting for audience 

members.  Please note that all families with children participating in the recital paid a 'media fee' that will 

cover the cost of a professional videographer.  All families will receive a digital link to an edited, 

high-definition filming of both shows as soon as it is ready.  This link can be shared far and wide with 

family and friends.  You can also burn the footage onto a DVD if you would prefer to view it that way.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=madison+theatre+molloy+box+office&rlz=1C1JZAP_enUS710US720&oq=madison+theatre+molloy+box+office&aqs=chrome..69i57j0.4727j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#


 

Are there concessions available at the recital? 

Yes!  Our sister program, Professional Youth Theatre, will be selling snacks as well as heartier food 

options both at intermission as well as between shows for those families with kids in both shows.  All 

proceeds go to the PYT Costume Fund to help make costumes more affordable for summer camp students. 

The Madison Theatre will be selling beer and wine.  We ask all families to consume alcohol responsibly. 

No food or drink will be permitted inside the auditorium at any time.  PYT will also be selling flower 

bouquets as a fundraiser.  Orders must be placed in advance by Thursday, June 6th.  Please use the online 

order form.  

 

Will there be classes after the recital? 

Yes!  As a special ‘thank you’ to our kids, our final week of class (June 17th through June 21st) will be 

MASTER CLASS WEEK featuring a new guest teacher from NYC every day.  Beginner/Adv. Beginner 

classes will be held daily from 5:00-6:00 PM, and Intermediate/Advanced classes will be held daily from 

6:00-7:30 PM.  Ms. Willa will also be teaching open level ballet on Tuesday and Wednesday from 

7:30-8:30 PM for all those interested in attending (as well as her adult classes on Monday at 12:30 and 

Friday at 1:30).  We will be emailing out more details about this special week immediately following the 

recital, but definitely put it on your calendar!  It is not to be missed.  Students may attend as many classes 

as they would like at no charge!  Master classes are geared towards students age 6 and up.  All 

students age 5 and under may attend a special final class on Wednesday, June 19th from 

4:00-5:00 PM.  Classes are cancelled on Saturday, June 15th and Sunday, June 16th--your kids 

will need a weekend to recover from the recital! 
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